ORDINANCE NO. 38 - 16

By: 
Richard Sharp
An Ordinance to amend 618.16 (Dangerous and Vicious Animals), to amend 618.16(a)(5)(C), and to allow for the conditional ownership of breeds otherwise excluded by 618.16(a)(5)(C).
Whereas,
In 2012, the State of Ohio removed its ban on the Pit Bull class of dogs; and

Whereas,
The City of Bexley has  not modified the breed ban that was already in place in Section 618 of the Bexley Codified Ordinances; and

Whereas,
Since 2012, the ownership of Pit Bulls and predominant Pit Bull mixes has become increasingly commonplace in Ohio, resulting in several situations in recent years where residents who already owned a Pit Bull have unwittingly purchased a home in Bexley only to learn of the ban afterwards, or have adopted a dog that was not labeled as a Pit Bull only to afterwards learn that it is classified as a Pit Bull per Bexley’s ordinance, or have desired to adopt a rescue dog but found the population of dogs within area animal shelters to be largely comprised of Pit Bulls and Pit Bull mixes; and

Whereas,
This proposed ordinance has been created to address the increasingly commonplace scenario of Pit Bull ownership and to continue to provide reasonable and commonsense protections for residents within the City of Bexley; 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BEXLEY, OHIO:

Section 1:
That Section 618.16 (a)(5)(C) be amended to read as follows:

C.
Any dog which belongs to, or has the appearance and characteristics of being predominantly of the breed of dog known as Staffordshire Bull Terrier, American Pit Bull Terrier, American Staffordshire Terrier, Pitt Bull Terrier and any other breed of dogs commonly known as Pit Bills, Pit Bull Dogs or Pit Bull Terriers or a combination of those breeds.
Section 2: 
That Section 618.16 of the Bexley Codified Ordinances be amended to add Section 618.16(a)(8) to read as follows:

(8)
A dog which is classified as a “vicious animal” per Section 618.16(a)(5)(C) shall not be classified as a “vicious animal”, provided all of the following conditions are met:



A.
The dog and owner continuously satisfy the requirements of the written Pit Bull Terrier Policy, which shall be created by the Animal Control Officer, approved of by the Chief of Police and the Safety Director prior to the effective date of this ordinance, and subsequently revised as necessary.  Such Pit Bull Terrier Policy shall include:




1.
Specific registration requirements with the Bexley Animal Control Officer, including the payment of a $45.00 registration fee, and allowing for the provision of temporary registration pending satisfaction of all other requirements.




2.
Behavioral certification requirements.





3.
Spay/Neuter requirements.




4.
Prohibition of invisible fencing as an “adequate fence” for the purposes of 618.01(c) as it relates to breeds enumerated in 618.16(a)(5)(C).




5.
Additional requirements as deemed necessary and lawful.


B.
This Section shall not be construed to prevent the classification of a dog which conforms to 618(a)(5)(C) as a “vicious animal”, in the event that the dog is determined to be vicious based upon criteria listed in 618(a)(5)(A) and 618(a)(5)(B).
Section 3.
That this Ordinance shall go into effect, and be in force from and after the earliest period allowed by law.
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