RESOLUTION 19-15

By: Deneese Owen

A RESOLUTION AFFIRMING BEXLEY AS AN OPEN AND WELCOMING COMMUNITY TO ALL RESIDENTS, WORKERS, AND VISITORS; REJECTING DISCRIMINATION OF ANY KIND; AND URGING THE OHIO GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO AMEND THE OHIO REVISED CODE TO BAN DISCRIMINATION ON THE BASIS OF SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND GENDER IDENTITY OR EXPRESSION.

WHEREAS, the City of Bexley is a diverse community of families and individuals; and, 

WHEREAS, the City of Bexley is an open and welcoming community for residents, workers, and visitors alike; and,

WHEREAS, acceptance of and appreciation for diversity strengthens a community, fosters a welcoming environment, and is a critical component of a thriving, successful city; and,

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Bexley is committed to supporting and promoting diversity in our community as evidenced by the passage of an ordinance on June 23, 2015 banning discrimination in employment, housing, and public accommodations based upon race, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, age, disability, familial status, or military status; and,

WHEREAS, the laws of the State of Ohio do not currently provide protection against discrimination based on sexual orientation or gender identity or expression; and,

WHEREAS, Ohio House Representative Michael Stinziano of the 18th House District introduced House Bill 262 on June 17, 2015 to amend section 4112.04 and to enact section 4112.16 of the Revised Code to allow a municipal corporation to request assistance from the Ohio Civil Rights Commission in receiving, investigating, passing upon, and enforcing alleged violations of an ordinance of the municipal corporation that prohibits discrimination and to require the Ohio Civil Rights Commission to provide the assistance if the resources necessary are available; and,

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Bexley applauds the efforts of so many individuals, advocates, and businesses across the United States that have raised their voices to ensure that all people are treated with dignity and respect; and

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Bexley recognizes that there remains work to be done to ensure that our communities are open and welcoming to all;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BEXLEY THAT:

Section 1. The City of Bexley rejects discrimination of any kind and respects the inherent worth of all people without regard to race, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, age, disability, familial status, or military status; or other protected characteristic.

Section 2. The Council of The City of Bexley reaffirms its commitment to ensuring that Bexley is open and welcoming to all of its residents, workers, and visitors alike.

Section 3. The City of Bexley strongly urges the Ohio General Assembly to amend the Ohio Revised Code to ensure the equal protection of all Ohio citizens in employment, housing, and public accommodations regardless of race, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, age, disability, familial status, or military status.

Section 4. The City of Bexley encourages all other Central Ohio municipalities to support this Resolution, pass a similar resolution, or pass legislation banning discrimination in employment, housing, and public accommodations based upon race, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, age, disability, familial status, or military status.

Section 5.

That this Resolution shall go into effect and be in force from and after the earliest period allowed by law.

Passed __________________, 2015






_______________________________







Richard Sharp, President of Council 
Attest: __________________, 2015

Wm. Harvey, Clerk of Council 
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