 ORDINANCE  NO. 21 - 15
By Steve Keyes
An ordinance authorizing the amendment of the Economic Development Agreement between the City of Bexley and the Bexley Community Improvement Corporation, and appropriating $130,000 from the Capital Fund to be transferred to the Bexley Community Improvement Corporation to be used exclusively for costs associated with purchasing and managing property in conjunction with Section 4 of the amended Economic Development Agreement.
Whereas, the 2003 Southwest Bexley Master Plan adopted by Bexley City Council via Resolution 16-03 on November 25, 2003, calls for a variety of improvements to the Livingston Avenue corridor, including: upgrading the aesthetics of the street (trees, buildings); limiting auto-oriented uses; supporting pedestrian features; creating gateway entry points; and creating mixed-use opportunities in collaboration with the City of Columbus; and
Whereas, the 2011 Bexley Land Use Strategy adopted by Bexley City Council via Resolution 02-11 on February 22, 2011, included the Livingston Avenue corridor as a study area, and included the following recommendations: “Form a Community Improvement Corporation (CIC) and use the CIC to assemble properties along Ferndale and Mayfield in order to comprehensively redevelop this area.  The goal of the CIC should be to assemble the land and sell the land to a developer whose development plan is congruous with the city’s vision for a redeveloped Ferndale/Mayfield area.”; and
Whereas, the 2103 Bexley Strategic Plan, adopted by Bexley City Council via Ordinance 60-13 on November 19, 2013, says this about the Ferndale and Mayfield area: “fragmented ownership has resulted in inconsistent housing standards, with often inattentive landlords and with a higher ratio of criminal activities than is experienced in other areas of the City.  The City needs to take a proactive role in remediating the environmental, structural, and police challenges in the area, while ensuring that affordable housing options continue to be available for residents in the area.”; and

Whereas, in connection with its ongoing economic development efforts, the City, through actions by its City Council and Mayor, and pursuant to Revised Code Chapter 1724 and City Ordinance No. 52-12, formed Bexley Community Improvement Corporation (the “CIC”) and designated the CIC as its agency for industrial, commercial, distribution and research development in the City pursuant to Revised Code Section 1724.10; and
Whereas, the City, pursuant to City Ordinance No. 19-13, (i) confirmed the 2011 Bexley Land Use Strategy as the plan for the City for industrial, commercial, distribution, and research development, or of reclamation, rehabilitation, and reutilization of vacant, abandoned, tax-foreclosed, or other real property (the “Plan”), and (ii) specified that the CIC shall participate as the agency of the City in furthering any and all of the recommendations specified in the Plan; and
Whereas, the Mayor and Bexley City Council believe that a stabilized Livingston Avenue corridor is essential to the preservation of property values and the enhancement of the quality of life of residents and property owners in the immediate and surrounding areas; and

Whereas, due to the complex barriers to stabilization and/or redevelopment in the area, including ownership fragmentation; environmental and geotechnical issues associated with the underlying land being formerly used as a landfill; and recurring issues associated with crime and code enforcement violations, the City and the Bexley Community Improvement Corporation will be a necessary and vital participant in any stabilization and/or redevelopment efforts;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BEXLEY, OHIO:
Section 1.
That City Council hereby approves, and the Mayor and Auditor are hereby authorized to execute amended “Economic Development Agreement” between the City of Bexley and the Bexley Community Improvement Corporation, which shall be substantially in the form attached hereto as Exhibit A and incorporated herein by reference together with such revisions as are approved by those officials as consistent with the objectives and requirements of this Ordinance, which approval shall be conclusively evidenced by the signing of the Economic Development Agreement by those officials.
Section 2.
That $130,000 is hereby appropriate from the Capital Fund, and that a corresponding transfer of $130,000 is hereby authorized from the Capital Fund to the Bexley Community Improvement Corporation for the purpose of paying costs associated with the purchase and management of property consistent with Section 4 of the attached amended “Economic Development Agreement”.
Section 3.
That this ordinance shall go into effect and be in force from and after the earliest period allowed by law.  

Passed:__________, 2015
_________________________

President of Council

Attest:_____________________

          Clerk of Council






Approved:___________, 2015





_______________________

First Reading: 05-12-15



Mayor Ben Kessler
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