Hi all,

Here are the notes from last night's meeting:

1. Elizabeth reported that she met with a great group of women called "Beyond the Painted Apron" and talked about recycling with them. Check them out on Facebook.

2. Food Waste update: Currently, 1,566 families are signed up to do curbside food waste recycling; Capital University recently signed up 40 new houses/duplexes; Steve reports that he is in good rapport with George and will keep us posted on developments.

3. Dog Waste: Rebecca reported that a designer is working on the stickers; the stickers will read "Yes You Can, Use My Can"; these stickers will be placed on any interested residents' garbage receptacles.

4. Rumpke and SWACO have begun offering tours again. Elizabeth is considering having the Bexley BEAT offer rides to these tours.

5. Single Use Plastic Ban: phase 2 to begin in January. Had discussion at the meeting regarding which items to place on ban; there was agreement to limit it, for now, to straws and stirrers. Cons of adding take out containers now are a) would it put too much financial stress on businesses?, and b) what is the composition of the take-out containers? (Negatives -PFAS chemicals; contributing to monoculture; lack of care for soil/farm workers)

Rebecca will reach back out to Dispatch Goods which had the idea to supply restaurants with washable, reusable take-containers for the patrons to use.

6. Aggregation: AEP is coming to the 8/24 Council meeting to give update on what is happening in the industry: market is looking shaky and prices have gone up. It was stated that Bexley uses a lot more AC than the city of Columbus.

7. Litter Clean-Up: Next one scheduled for 8/28; location tbd. Addison and Kathy would like to get back to the 3rd Saturday of the month. Talked about ways to get more participation: a) send out social media reminders the morning of the event b) create a "frequent litter pick-up" card and offer prizes c) encourage HS students to pick up litter for community service hours d) instead of soley focusing on the Alum Creek Trail, focus on certain parts of residential neighborhoods and target the people who live there to participate.

8. Mosquito Spraying: (Trying to ban the spraying of harmful chemicals that kill many other types of insects and are not very effective at actually decreasing the amount of mosquitos as it does not target the mosquito larvae)Rebecca reported that they are revising the response plan and will team up with Franklin County Dept of Public health, not because of any legal issues, but because this issue could be highly divisive. Thanks, Rebecca, for your work on this! 

9. Climate Action Plan: Carol reported that the next step is to complete a greenhouse gas inventory for the city of Bexley in order to get a better grasp of the city's overall carbon footprint, based on actual numbers versus estimates. Things to look at will be - energy from private buuildings, city buildings, transportation, solid waste, and wastewater. 

Carol has been working with Power A Clean Future Ohio - www.poweracleanfuture.org. This group was formed to offer more leadership than was put forth by counties or state; volunteers will be needed to help with the data. Our group will draw on the Power a Clean Future group to set goals and develop our climate action plan road map.

Related to this will be equity training. Please let Elizabeth know if you would like to participate - 4 hours of training.

10. Sustainability Forum - Steve reported that the Environmental Sustainability Forum will again be held downtown on Friday, 10/15. He is hoping the city of Bexley will sponsor a table. Please let Steve know if you are interested in attending the event. One of the breakout sessions will focus on getting the local sustainability groups in Central Ohio up and going strong. Steve mentioned that the Grandview group is aggressively discouraging residents from using coal based blacktop on their driveways due to environmental harms. Thanks, Steve, for your continued effort with the community forum initiative!

11. Love your Alley - Rebecca reported that a participant received a code enforcement violation because she had noxious weeds in her alley. Apparently there was some confusion as the person who wrote the violation is new to the staff. Here is the link to see the noxious weed list: codelibrary.amlegal.com - Chapter 1492 Vegetation/Weed Control.

12. Chamber update - The Taste of Bexley will be held 9/23, 5:30 - 8:00 at the Clifton Shelter House. Volunteers are needed. Please reach out to Lesli Mautz if you are interested in volunteering.

13. Schools - Because of the Delta Variant, the schools will be tightening ship, so to speak. Elizabeth is hoping to access classrooms via zoom to offer sustainability education.

14. Future programming: Elizabeth is hoping to get "Sustainable September" up and running, but not until next April. She submitted a grant to the community foundation.

Feet on the Street - a recycling audit program. Gahanna is currently doing it; would be great to get a program started in bexley!

Restaurant Composting Program - Elizabeth submitted a grant to SWACO

Come Alive Green Streets Program - idea is to work with the Main Event Committee - turn streets into play spaces 

15. Successes: Alina and Addison were successful at the Farmers Market with a photo booth; John Eikenberry wrote a grant for water bottle filling stations at the schools - hoping to get 27 of them

16. Announcements: IPCC report - Climate change is real; need more urgent call to action!

8/29 Jazz in the Park - need volunteers to monitor trash/recycling - Addison?

9/5 Main Event - same as above - Bob and Paula?

17. Big Ideas: Craig Ness would like to host a talk at the library regarding green transportation. He will reach out to Ben Heckman.

Theo Ness is interested in starting an environmental club at Cassingham called Green Bexley Loraxes (!) (Super cute and depressing at the same time) Hopefully, BHS Enviro Club can assist with this effort!

Terracycle?? Possibly not as sustainable as they claim. Kathy and Elizabeth will look into recent lawsuit

Next meeting 9/21 @ 6:00 , hopefully in person! Thanks everyone for all you do!
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