Minutes
Bexley Tree and Public Gardens Commission
Wednesday, September 17, 2025 – 4:00 to 6:00 PM
Bexley City Hall Council Chambers, Bexley, OH 43209

1. Convening the Meeting:
A. Call to Order/Call the Roll – Jim Wilson, Chair

Roll Call:
Voting Members Present: Jim Wilson, Mary McMunn, Linda Zupnick, Shelia Straub, Susan Quintenz, Celeste Williams, 
Alternates: Adhra Young
Absent: 
Excused: Charlie Flower
Non-Voting Present: Walter Reins, Grant Archer, Matt Klingler, Mayor Kessler

B. Verify a quorum and appoint alternates as needed

Adhra Young was appointed as a voting member

C.  Approval of Minutes of August 20, 2025– Mr. Wilson

Mary McMunn made a motion to Approve – ‘A correction in the Roll Call, Mary McMunn and Charlie Flowers was present for the August 20, 2025 meeting and approve the minutes of August 20, 2025.’
Motion seconded by Susan Quintenz Vote 6 - 0 - passed.
For Sheila Straub, Susan Quintenz, Linda Zupnick, Celeste Williams, Jim Wilson, Mary McMunn, Adhra Young
Against:
Abstain:
Absent: Charlie Flowers

D.  Additions to the agenda – Mr. Wilson

	Mary McMunn made a motion to Approve – ‘ To approve the agenda for the August meeting.’
Motion seconded by Susan Quintenz Vote 6 - 0 - passed.
For Sheila Straub, Susan Quintenz, Linda Zupnick, Celeste Williams, Jim Wilson Charlie Flower, Mary McMunn, Adhra Young, 
Against:
Abstain:
Absent: Charlie Flowers


2. Small victories and celebrations

A. Honoring the Bexley Fairy Village Summer Ambassadors – Mayor Kessler and Celeste Williams

Celeste Williams and Mayor Kessler honored ambassador, Charlie, for his work on the Bexley Fairy Village. Charlie was a wonderful Ambassador for the Village and took care of the area. Charlie was a brilliant teacher and was honored with a proclamation by Mayor Kessler.

B. 2025 Bexley Bloomers: What’s New – Mary McMunn

Mary McMunn provided an update regarding the Bloomers. The Bloomers season is coming to an end. Megan will be out as a celebrity bloomers. 450 hours have been logged so far.


C. Community Gardens update - Mary McMunn

The harvest dinner was held last night. Bexley Pizza Plus donated 5 pizzas, all produce was made from the gardens. 621 volunteer hours, 1451 produce has been donated. 

D. 2024 Bexley Landmark Trees Golf Cart Tour, October 17, 2025 – Sheila Straub

The Golf Cart Tour will be held on Friday, October 23, 2025. All members are invited. The golf carts will be replaced with the Bexley Beat bus. Snacks will be provided and registration is online for the tour.

3. Residents Comments:

4. [bookmark: _Hlk206155817]Landscape Applications: 
A. TPGC 24-5 (updated):  236 North Columbia Ave

The City of Bexley Tree & Public Garden Commission took the following actions at this meeting: 
App No: TPGR 24-5
Address: 236 N Columbia   
Applicant:    Owner: Lori Botkins Yore N Columbia LLC 
 
The applicant is seeking approval for the revised landscape plan at 236 N Columbia.  Motion #1:    The following motion was made by Linda Zupnick and seconded by Sheila Straub. The findings and decisions of the Board, as stated by Matt Klingler: Based upon the testimony presented, the Tree & Public Garden Commission finds it appropriate to approve the revised landscape plan as submitted for 236 N Columbia with the following conditions: 
The existing large honey locust and Gingko trees on the property be protected per the Bexley Tree Protection Plan.  

Screening on the north side of the property be installed as soon as possible.  The applicant agreed to the proposed findings and decision of the Board.  
VOTE:   RESULT:    All Members voted in favor. Motion PASSES. Application is approved as conditioned.  
Staff Certification:      
Recorded in the Official Journal this 17th day of September, 2025.


B. 81 N. Drexel (TPGC 24-6):  Replacement of trees removed

An update was provided to the Commission regarding the tree removal at 81 N Drexel. Every effect will be put in place to protect the existing trees. 

Resident would like to know how tall the replacement trees will be and how much longer will the construction be? The commission will address the questions when the application is being discussed by the Commission. 

Shelia Straub made a motion to Approve – ‘to allow the Staff Consultant, Walter Reins, to review the replacement trees and canopy, the species, size and caliper be given to the staff consultant prior to planting.’
Motion seconded by Susan Quintenz Vote 6 - 0 - passed.
For Sheila Straub, Susan Quintenz, Linda Zupnick, Celeste Williams, Jim Wilson, Mary McMunn, Adhra Young
Against:
Abstain:
Absent: Charlie Flowers


5.  Old Business:
A. Framework for evaluating/reviewing landscape applications: – Matt Klingler Director of Building and Planning and Walter Reins, Tree and Public Gardens Commission staff consultant

An update will be provided in October.

B. Education and Enforcing Mulch Ordinance – Matt Klingler 

The education will be passed out by Friday.

C. Update on Ordinance Review Working Group – Charlie Flower

The group is making progress on the Ordinances. 

6. New Business:
A. Commonwealth Connector Advisory Group

Mike Price has requested two members to work on the Commonwealth Connector. Celeste Williams and Charlie Flowers have volunteered for the project. 

7. Ben Kessler, Mayor, City of Bexley

8. Staff reports:
A. Matt Klingler, 

The Library is updating the front of the building. Next month, the Library will be presenting updates to the plan.

  B.  Grant Archer, Urban Forester
  C.  Walter Reins
  D.  Troy Markham, City Council Liaison to Tree Commission

The Land Use Strategy has been adopted by council. City Council has not asked for comments from the Tree Commission. 
  E.   Other

		Susan Quintenz was honored for her many years as Chair of the Tree and Public Garden Commission. 

9. Adjourn

10.  Next meeting is Wednesday, October 15, 2025.  
