Minutes 
Bexley Tree and Public Gardens Commission
Wednesday, February 15, 2023 - Bexley City Hall
City Council Chambers, Bexley, OH 43209

1. Convening the Meeting:
a. Call to Order/Call the Roll – Susan Quintenz, Chair

Roll Call:
Voting Members Present: Susan Quintenz; Jim Wilson;  Celeste Williams; Sheila Straub;
Alternates: 
Absent:
Excused: Dave Wakeman; Ellen Bowden; Larry Helman; Barb Giller; Mary McMunn; Linda Zupnick;
Non-Voting Present: Mayor Kessler; Jordan Cavallaro; Elena Andrews;
                     Lori Ann Feibel; Grant Archer; Mollie O’Donnell

 Establish a quorum:
· Mary, Dave, Barb, Ellen, Larry out
b. Approval of Minutes of January 18, 2023 – Mrs. Quintenz

Celeste Williams made a motion to Approve – ‘the minutes of the January 18,
2023 as written.’
Motion seconded by Sheila Straub Vote 4- 0 - passed.
For: Susan Quintenz; Jim Wilson; Celeste Williams; Sheila Straub;
Williams; 
Against: None
Abstain: None
Absent:  Dave Wakeman; Ellen Bowden; Larry Helman; Barb Giller; Mary McMunn; Linda Zupnick;


c. Additions to agenda – Mrs. Quintenz

No discussion topics to add to the agenda.

d. Announcements/Small Victories/Comments:
1. Garden Programs –
All members have been invited to hear Chris Ahlum on 02/22/23 at 1:00 PM at Jeffrey Mansion. He will be leading the discussion regarding Garden programing and planting. 

2. Arbor Day/Week/ Month Celebrations Committee updates – see  schedule below

2023 Arbor Day and Month Activities

Tuesday, April 4, 2023, 7:00 PM At the Bexley Public Library Auditorium and also via Zoom – Arbor Day Author – Joan Maloof, Founder, Old Growth Forest Network in conversation with Mayor Ben Kessler and City Council President Troy Markham
During the month:
Mailing of “Treemendous Bexley” stewardship piece to BCF donors
Unveiling of updated Arboretum web site
Saturday, April 15, 2023 – Bexley Public Library Story Time in South Community Garden
Tuesday, April 18, 2023 Trivia Night featuring Tree Topics with BPL at Drexel – Tuesday, April 18, 2023
Saturday, April 22, 2023 – Earth Day Celebration and Kick Off to Arbor Week – 
One Earth: One Trillion Trees - South Community Gardens; 10:00 to 1:00

             + unveiling of new Bexley Fairy Village installation
             + appearance by Bexley’s Treeodore
             + craft project in Shelter Area with Emily Perfect
             + Planting project with Master Gardeners
             + Tree planting
             + Book giveaway in conjunction with BPL story time
             + Tree Commission table focusing on Mulch Volcanoes
Arbor Week: 
Wednesday, April 26, 2023 – Arbor Day Tour of the Heritage Garden and House Tour at Governor’s Residence.  Heritage Garden tour led by Alistair Reynolds, ODNR District Six Urban Forester 
Tree Planting with Mayor and Grant – suggesting pagoda dogwoods at Jeffrey near Shelter House with help from preschoolers.
Announcement of new class of Bexley Landmark Trees
[bookmark: _Int_QNdpx1gl]Arbor Day Tree Giveaway – City, Grant and Yard Barbers
Appearance of Treeodore at City Council Meeting – April 11 or April 25
Thursday, April 27, 2023 – 9:00 AM – Kick Off Breakfast for Bexley Bloomers




3. North and South Community Gardens Updates – Mrs. Quintenz for Mary McMunn

North Community Garden beds have all been re-built.  South Community Garden is working to have better signage and wayfinding installed to better locate plots. 

4. Bexley Bloomers – Kick Off Breakfast – Thursday, April 27 – 9:00 AM

Bexley Bloomers will have there kick off breakfast Thursday, April 27 at 9:00 AM. New members will be joining the breakfast as well. 

5. Au Revoir to Sam Metcalf

Sam Metcalf has been working with Mollie O’Donnell on updates to the Arboretum website. His last day with the city is next week. We all wish him luck with his next adventure.


Roll Call:
Voting Members Present: Susan Quintenz; Jim Wilson; Celeste Williams; Sheila Straub; Linda Zupnick;
Alternates: 
Absent:
Excused: Dave Wakeman; Ellen Bowden; Larry Helman; Barb Giller; Mary McMunn; 
Non-Voting Present: Mayor Kessler; Jordan Cavallaro; Elena Andrews; Lori Ann Feibel; Grant Archer; Mollie O’Donnell


6. Other

Havenwood Park is almost complete. The hardscape for the area has been installed. The plant material is currently being installed and are the last items to be added to the park.

2 Requests from Residents:
a. Other

Bexley resident, Connie Lewis (663 Euclaire) made the comment before the Tree Commission regarding the current label the city has. The city is labeled as an ‘Arboretum’ and was wondering how to also include ‘Botanical Gardens’ in the title as well. 

3. Mayor’s Report:   Ben Kessler, Mayor, City of Bexley
a. Year of the Parks Updates

Public workshop for feedback regarding the Commonwealth Park Plaza will be held March 6, at 6:30. Pond at Commonwealth Park is currently out to bid. 

1876 Plaza located in front of Capital University lawn now has the easement issues worked out. 

The Alum Creek Trailhead is progressing, the stone path has been installed.

The Dog Park is still under construction and progressing.

A skate park and splash pad are currently under review to be installed at Schneider Park. 

Havenwood Park is almost complete. The hardscape for the area has been installed. The plant material is currently being installed and are the last items to be added to the park.

The Bexley Public Library will be presenting a landscape plan before the Tree Commission at today’s meeting (February 15, 2023).
			
b. Architectural Review guidelines at City Council

The Architectural Review guidelines have been approved by City Council
 
c. Inspector consultant

A new position to hire an inspector consultant is currently being drafted. The position will assist in providing both architectural and landscape inspections during the construction process. 

d. Volcano mulch ordinance – Legislative Agenda for Council

A goal is to have an ordinance put before council regarding Volcano Mulching around city trees.

e. Mayor’s Goals for 2023 – updated

The Mayor has been updating his list of goals for 2023. 

f. North Cassady Updates

A landscape plan for 420 N Cassady is going to be present today (February 15, 2023) this just to update the Commission on the on-going work for the area.

g. Other

4. Review of Landscape Applications – Elena Andrews, Staff Consultant
a. Bexley Public Library – Reading Garden – Ben Heckman, Director, BPL

The Bexley Public Library, Congregation Torat Emet and the City of Bexley will evaluate if an irrigation system is required. During the development of the construction documents, the Bexley Public Library Board has requested that at least a price for an irrigation system be obtained. The Commission recommends to re-consider the Surface Berry and River Birch plant material. Both are messy and trying to keep up with keeping the area clean could be difficult. 

Final material choices will occur during the construction documents phase. Initial design calls for bluestone pavers similar to other City installations and stone walls that match the stone veneer of the Bexley Public Library. Lighting for both aesthetic appearance and safety is a priority for the project. Final lighting selections will occur during the construction document phase.   Note that the Bexley Public Library and Congregation Torat Emet will work together on lighting placement as well as additional security cameras to ensure that there is not a conflict. The Bexley Public Library Board as well as the Executive Committee from Congregation Torat Emet have approved the conceptual design with the understanding that some items may change during the final development of the design. The applicant is seeking approval from the Tree and Public Gardens Commission to proceed with the construction documents of the project.   Any major changes in layout or plant material that occur during the design finalization will be reviewed and approved at a minimum by the Bexley Public Library Board and the Executive Committee from Congregation Torat Emet. It is recommended that minor changes to landscape material be approved by staff but major changes will need to be approved by the Tree and Public Gardens Commission.


Celeste Williams made a motion to Approve – ‘the landscape plan with conditions
that minor changes to the landscape material be approved by staff but major changes, which include but not limited to plant material, elevations, hardscape, and landscape will need to be approved by the Tree and Public Gardens Commission.’
Motion seconded by Linda Zupnick Vote 4- 0 - passed.
For: Susan Quintenz; Celeste Williams; Sheila Straub; Linda Zupnick;
Against: None
Abstain: None
Absent:  Dave Wakeman; Ellen Bowden; Larry Helman; Barb Giller; Mary McMunn; 

Vice Chair, Jim Wilson, sits on the Library Board and removed himself from the vote and discussion of this landscape review.


b. 420 North Cassady: Discussion only – Mixed Use Development – Nicole Boyer and Jared Miller, TCB;  Todd Foley and Alexandra Camponeschi, Pod landscape desig


The landscape plan for 420 N Cassady is an informal review. The Board of Zoning and Planning have reviewed and approved the site plan the architecture review board has review and approved the elevations and materials. The existing building has been proposed to be demolished and a in its place apartments will be built.  
The four (4) – existing trees in front along Cassady are proposed to be removed. Three (3) existing trees behind the sidewalk along Cassady have proposed for removal. All (7) trees will not survive the construction process. Two (2) trees along Columbus Ave are proposed for removal. Both trees are declining and are not in good health. There are twenty- five (25) proposed to be planted throughout the property and the plant material are a good variety and include all four (4) seasons. Currently, there is not irrigation, but it is being proposed.  
The sidewalks and walkways surrounding the property are proposed to increase in size along Cassady Ave to an 8’ (eight foot) walkway. Columbus Ave sidewalk size is proposed to be five foot (5’).  
Parking for the apartments is in the back entering the spaces off the alley. Curb parking is being proposed along both Cassady Ave and Columbus Ave. 
Tree Commission provided feedback regarding the proposed plant material, requesting a few species be switched out. Members also discussed the sidewalk sizes along both Cassady and Columbus. The area for the trash located in the alley- members asked how that area would be screened. They also requested if some of the proposed trees that are to be planted include species of trees that are new to Bexley to help add to the arboretum. 

A more formal landscape review will take place in the next couple of months. The area is still seeking approval from the other two boards. 


Updates will be provided at the March Tree and Public Garden Commission Meeting. The review and updates of landscapes applications proceed unitl 6:00 pm. 

5. Staff Report: Elena Andrews, Staff Consultant
a. Review of approved projects
b. Other

6.  Staff Report: Grant Archer, Bexley Urban Forester, 
                    Assistant Service Director
                    a. State of the Urban Forest: Upcoming projects
· Spring plantings
· Parkview project
· Removals – when and how many on the list?
                    b. AEP/ASPLUDH -Update on Pruning Project plus Horse trading

7. Old Business:
a. Refining the Arboretum Website: updates – Mrs. Quintenz
b. Tree Plotter – Jim Wilson, Vice Chair
c. Commission Conversations; Round two – Mr. Wilson
Potential topics to include: Side yard/front yards of corner lots; lot coverage including all accessory structures, patios, etc; placement of buildings; what is allowed on roofs; Main Street Guidelines; light/air rights; etc.
What else?
d. Language for including time limits on installation of approved landscape plans – Mr. Wilson/Ms. Andrews
e. Other


     8.  New Business:
          a. Goals for 2023 – a two-way conversation dovetailing our goals and the City’s goals
          b.  A three-year plan to Fill the Holes – Susan Quintenz and Grant Archer
          c.  Representation on the Land Use Strategy Committee

 9.   City Council Liaison:  Lori Ann Feibel
a. City Council Updates 

      10.   Adjourn

Next meeting is Wednesday, March 15, 2023 – 4:00 to 6:00 PM

