Minutes
Bexley Tree and Public Gardens Commission
Wednesday, November 19, 2025 – 4:00 to 6:00 PM
Bexley City Hall Council Chambers, Bexley, OH 43209

1. Convening the Meeting:
A. Call to Order/Call the Roll – Jim Wilson, Chair

Roll Call:  
Voting Members Present: Jim Wilson, Mary McMunn, Linda Zupnick, Shelia Straub,  Susan Quintenz, Celeste Williams (via video conference)
Alternates: Adhra Young
Absent:  
Excused: Charlie Flower
Non-Voting Present: Grant Archer, Matt Klingler, Ellen Bowden (via video conference), Barb Giller (via video conference), Mayor Kessler

B. Verify a quorum and appoint alternates as needed

Adhra Young was appointed as a voting member

C. Approval of Minutes of October 15, 2025– Mr. Wilson

Minutes of October 15, 2025 made a motion to Approve – ‘To approve the minutes of October 15, 2025 with the corrections presented, as sent and written.’ Motion seconded by Susan Quintenz Vote 7 - 0 - passed. For Jim Wilson, Mary McMunn, Linda Zupnick, Shelia Straub, Susan Quintenz, Celeste Williams, Adhra Young 
Against: 
Abstain: 
Absent: Charlie Flowers

D.  Additions to the agenda – Mr. Wilson

2. Small victories and celebrations

A. Trees for Bexley – Ellen Bowden and Susan Quintenz
Total $36,708 was raised for the Trees for Bexley. $40,000 was promised to the city for the North Clifton project with 82 donors and the average donation was $448. The campaign will run until the first week of January.

Bexley in Bloom raised $17,135 the goal was $15,00.00. 122 donors with the average gift of $142.00

B. 2025 Bexley Landmark Trees Golf Cart Tour – Sheila Straub

The 2026 Landmark tree will be the Ginko tree. Sheila provided mention the tour was great and so fun.  The golf cart tour was a bus tour, due to the cold weather. 

C. Bexley Bloomers – Mary McMunn

Mary McMunn was very grateful for a successful season! 

3. Residents Comments:

4. [bookmark: _Hlk206155817]Landscape Applications: 
A. Roosevelt Ave. Medians – Elena Andrews, City Landscape Designer

Elena Andrews presented an updated landscape plan to the Tree Commission regarding the Roosevelt Medians. A meeting was held with the residents to discuss ideas and concepts. 

Meeting Notes Item Notes 

1 Pros 
• Parade route 
• Walkers – both immediate neighbors and Bexley residents 
• Shade trees 
• Kids playing area for generations; baseball, soccer, football, digging 
• Referred to as “The Island” 
• 1970s-80s was heavily used by kids; not as much now due to lack of lawn and surface roots; it was noted that young families in Bexley tend to be cyclical
• Buffer for houses on west side 

2 Cons 
• No place to sit, especially because of mud 
• Wayfinding; stop signs confusing; general traffic flow confusing 
• Fast north-south traffic along Roosevelt 
• Poor drainage 
• Difficult walking due to divots and surface roots 
• No cross walks going east-west; have to walk around the tip of the medians 
•Fall leaf removal; concern with dust and dirt 
• Skunk and opossums but not deer present

Desires 
• Something interesting to draw into space; seating 
• Place for neighbors to meet 
• Smooth/flat area to walk dogs 
• Dog poop trash can at south end 
• Perennial beds 
• Curvilinear paths 
• Maintain brick aesthetic 
• Maintain areas of lawn 
• No additional lights are needed 
• Maintain safety; if shrubs are introduced, they should be low 
• Keep area open for seating during July 4th parade 
• Seasonal interest of plants 
• Desire to keep up with maintenance of area 
• Noted that moveable furniture might ‘walk off’ 
• Flowers at end caps 
• Seat walls at end caps 
• Metal street signs 
• Free Little Library 
• Plant Library 
• Future volunteers to help maintain area

Tree Commission moved approval of this design- Vote 7 - 0 - passed. For Jim Wilson, Mary McMunn, Linda Zupnick, Shelia Straub, Susan Quintenz, Adhra Young, Celeste Williams
Against: 
Abstain: 
Absent: Charlie Flowers 


B. Commonwealth Park Plan – Elena Andrews

The landscape design was presented by Elena Andrews.  Tree Commission provided feedback and their opinions about the design. The Parks and Recreation Board will have the final approval of the landscape plan. The Parks and Recreation Board will review the landscape plan in December of 2025.
	Tree Commission made a motion to recommend to Parks and Recreation Board approval of this design- Linda Zupnick moved ‘that the Commonwealth Landscape plan is approve as presented subject to any additional comments that Walter Reins, Staff Consultant, may add’ Motion seconded by Shelia Straub Vote 7 - 0 - passed. For Jim Wilson, Mary McMunn, Linda Zupnick, Shelia Straub, Susan Quintenz, Adhra Young, Celeste Williams
Against: 
Abstain: 
Absent: Charlie Flowers 

5. Resident Request—195 South Roosevelt
Resident, Eric Elizondo, at 195 South Roosevelt Avenue. Presented a letter to the Tree Commission with the following concerns.
I would like you to review the condition of the large Ash tree in the right of way south of my home. The tree is adjacent to Powell Avenue. Grant Archer and I have been communicating via email. My concerns are the tree’s instability and the large limbs that are over my home. (I have included the emails between Grant and I.) There are also large dead limbs hanging in the canopy of the tree. Can I hire a service remove limbs that are dead and will eventually fall? If not, will the City of Bexley remove them? Many large limbs have fallen from this tree causing damage to my home and landscaping. This is an on-going maintenance issue. My concerns include: the tree’s limbs could harm someone walking under the tree, the damage to the exterior of my home, my liability for damages and Bexley preventing me from proactively managing the tree.  My solutions include: the City of Bexley or I can remove dead limbs from the tree as needed and the City of Bexley trim a few large limbs that are over the roof of my home.  Grant recommended that the tree may need to be cut down completely. This seems extreme. I hope we can manage the tree better and the tree can remain.  Thank you for your time and consideration. I am looking forward to working with your commission on this issue.
City Forestry, Grant Archer recommended the tree be removed to plant a more appropriate tree for the area. Cutting limbs would be unhealthy for the tree. The replacement tree would be the assigned street tree for Powell Ave. 
Approval of the removal of the street tree along 195 S Roosevelt– Mr. Wilson

Shelia Straub made a motion to Approve – ‘To approve the tree be removed to plant more appropriate trees for the area. The replacement trees would be the assigned street tree for Powell Ave and 2 or 3 trees would be planted in its place.’ Motion seconded by Linda Zupnick Vote 7 - 0 - passed. For Jim Wilson, Mary McMunn, Linda Zupnick, Shelia Straub, Celeste Williams, Adhra Young 
Against: 
Abstain: 
Absent: Charlie Flowers

Old Business:
A. Framework for evaluating/reviewing landscape applications: – Matt Klingler Director of Building and Planning 

Matt Klingler updated the Tree Commission evaluating/reviewing landscape applications. The application is ready to go live. 

B. Bexley Land Use Strategy Report follow up – Matt Klingler

The Land Use Strategy has been approved by City Council. 

C. Invasive Species and Tree Selection – Grant Archer

Grant Archer provided an update on the Invasive Species and Tree Selection. There has not been an update, feedback from the Tree Commission is pending. 

D. Update on Ordinance Review Working Group – Jim Wilson and Susan Quintenz

Jim Wilson provided an update to the Commission. The group spoke about the plant material surrounding the sidewalks.

E.  Update on Commercial Guidelines Working Group – Susan Quintenz

6. New Business:

A.  2026 Arbor Day Planning

	The Tree Commission will start a working group and discuss activities planned for April. 

7. Staff reports:
A. Ben Kessler, Mayor

The bridge at Schneider Park has been award to a contractor and the work will begin in the spring. 

The construction on the Skate Park located at Schneider Park has begun. 

College Ave gateway design work underway.
The goal is for retail offices to go into the new Fitzgerald building in the spring of 2026.

B. Matt Klingler 

A couple of updates along E Main St. A new tenant would be going next to the  Carol Dentist office, a Candy Shop has been proposed for the area. The First Finical Bank will have a landscape plan in the next few months.

  C.  Grant Archer, Urban Forester
  1.  Fall tree giveaway
	
· Fair Ave- project is almost complete. 
· The Fall planting project is almost complete. The trees left to go into the ground are the Oaks tree.
· The Police Department landscape is complete. 
			
  D.  Troy Markham, City Council Liaison to Tree Commission
  E.   Other

8. Adjourn

 Next meeting is Wednesday, December 17, 2025.  
