Minutes
Bexley Tree and Public Gardens Commission
Wednesday, November 20. 2024 – 4:00 to 6:00 PM
Bexley City Hall Council Chambers, Bexley, OH 43209

1. Convening the Meeting:
A. Call to Order/Call the Roll – Susan Quintenz, Chair

Roll Call:
Voting Members Present: Sheila Straub, Susan Quintenz, Celeste Williams, Mary McMunn, Jim Wilson, Linda Zupnick, Ahdra Young
Alternates: Barb Giller,
Absent: 
Excused: Charlie Flower, Ellen Bowden, Troy Markham
Non-Voting Present: Matt Klingler, Karen Bokor, Mayor Kessler,
Grant Archer

B. Verify a quorum and appoint alternates as needed

Barb Giller was appointed a voting member

C. Approval of Minutes of October 16, 2024 – Mrs. Quintenz

Jim Wilson made a motion to Approve – ‘the minutes of October 16, 2024 as
written and sent.’
Motion seconded by Linda Zupnick Vote 7- 0 - passed.
For: Sheila Straub, Susan Quintenz, Celeste Williams, Mary McMunn, Jim Wilson, Linda Zupnick, Ahdra Young, Barb Giller,
Against:
Abstain:
Absent: 



D.  Additions to the agenda – Mrs. Quintenz

No Additional items to add to the agenda.
2. Review of Landscape Applications: Jim Wilson, Vice Chair and Karen Bokor, Staff Consultant
A. T&PGC 24-5 – New Build at 236 North Columbia

The lot was purchased with an existing home, the property owners are proposing to tear down the current home and to re-build a new home that is in keeping with the scale, quality and beauty of the existing homes on the street.
The new construction will require the removal of, not only the existing home, but also three (3) large Oak trees. Every effort will be made to keep and protect the remaining viable large trees on the property. The applicants had an arbor look at the health of the existing tree mature trees on site. 
It has been “recommend making efforts to preserve on this property; the Sugar maple along the West property line, the larger of two Honeylocust trees on the SE corner of the property and the Ginkgo along the East property line (near the entrance to the Secret Garden).”	
The new plantings will enhance the architecture and create an open view to the house from the street similar to the neighboring homes. 


The City of Bexley’s Tree and Public Gardens Commission took the following action at this meeting: 
Application Number: TPGC-24-5 Address: 236 N Columbia Applicant: Lori Botkins, Oakland Nursery, and John Behal, BSD Owner: Yore Fine Homes, LLC Request: The applicant is seeking approval of the revised landscape plan. 
 MOTION: The motion to approve this application was made by Mr. Wilson and seconded by Ms. Zupnick: The ndings and decisions of the Board for application number TPGC-24-5 for the property located at 236 N Columbia as stated by Chairperson Quintez: That the Tree and Public Gardens Commission approved the landscape plan as submitted with the following conditions: 
• All plantings be in conformance with the Ohio Nursery Association standards.
• If the existing fence does not get replaced then additional plantings for screening along the north property line should be added to the plan and reviewed by the City’s Landscape consultant. 
• The proposed plantings on the periphery get planted as soon as practical. The applicants, Lori Botkins and John Behal, agreed to the findings of fact. 
VOTE: All members voted in favor. 
For: Sheila Straub, Susan Quintenz, Celeste Williams, Mary McMunn, Jim Wilson, Linda Zupnick, Ahdra Young, Barb Giller,
Against:
Abstain:
Absent:
RESULT: The application was approved.


B. Bexley Historical Preservation Study Group Updates

No updates 

3. Residents Comments:

4. Announcements/Small Victories: Mrs. Quintenz
A. End of year summary of Bexley Community Garden and Bexley Bloomers –                    Mary McMunn

Food from the Community gardens were donated to the food pantry. Bexley Bloomers volunteered time at Jeffrey Mansion. 


B. Trees for Bexley update – Ellen Bowden

No Updates

C. From the Streets of New York

A discussion was held regarding and ad displayed in New York bus station stop. The ad had a QR-code and it was asking for a donation for street trees. 

 D.   Other

	A Bexley resident spoke before Commission members requesting speakers throughout the city to record bird activity. The bird noises could then be uploaded into an app it can track bird activity throughout the city. 

5. Staff Reports:
A. Grant Archer: Bexley Urban Forester
     1.  City’s Fall Planting and Maintenance Plan

	The city planted two hundred (200) trees throughout the city. Yard Barbers was contract to plant the trees. They have completed the job for the fall. 
Door hangers are provided to residents and the door hangers also ask if the resident will water the tree. The door hangers asking residents to water is not always well received by residents.

Twenty-nine (29) new trees to be planted on Parkview
Thirty-two (32) new Oaks on Broad Street will be planted.

     2.  Other      

	    

            B.  Ben Kessler, Mayor, City of Bexley
                1.  Gant Chart of both City and Tree Commission Projects

Mayor Kessler provided an updated on current and upcoming projects.

a. Stanbery Pillars and plantings in ROW

Money was set aside in the Capital budget for a re-design of the pillars along Stanbery. A design has not yet been drafted for the area. 

b. Drexel Circle walls rebuilt

Money was set aside in the Capital budget for a re-design of the landscape walls within Drexel circle. A design has not yet been drafted for the area. 

c. Priorities: Roosevelt Medians; Fair Avenue Refresh; Livingston Gateway

Spruce Design is currently in the process of drafting up designs for the median’s re-design along Fair, North Roosevelt, and Livingston Gateway. 

                2.  Memorial Tree Policy –

A Memorial Tree Policy is currenting being drafted. Jeffrey Mansion and the Community Foundation will be working together on the project. 

                3.  2200 East Main Street: Pocket Park Design

The Main Street Pocket Park Design located at 2200 E Main St has been put on hold. 		
                4. Landscape Design Consultant and Staff to Bexley T&PGC

Matt Klingler has provided an update for the open position. Interviews are currently taking place. Three (3) applications are being reviewed for the position. 

                5. Other

The Mayor reported that City Council had a brief conversation during its previous meeting regarding the planting of trees on the tree lawn behind the sidewalk on Ashbourne Place.  Further conversations regarding this issue, and the current Bexley ordinances related to the planting of city trees is expected.

                 
6.  Old Business:
A. Additional trees in Tree Lawn around Montrose – Ahdra Young, Mary McMunn

Ahdra Young and Mary McMunn shared ideas regarding planting along Montrose.

There are not a lot of opportunities along South Remington to plant trees in the area. The tree lawn in the area can support understory trees. The city has trees planted on the west side of the sidewalk.

Grant Archer will provide recommendations about which tree species are appropriate for the site in December. 


B. Tree Planting and Maintenance Plan – Jim Wilson

The plan is to increase tree species and to plant more trees. The discussion will focus on the past practice of planting one tree species per street. Or is it more beneficial to have more than one tree species per street. A small study group has been meeting to discuss the pros and cons of monoculture. The master list for the street tree planting will also be reviewed and updated. There are spaces throughout the city where more trees could be planted, and the Commission discussed the infill list as well. 
More updates for the area will be provided. The study group is still collecting information. 


C. Right of Way Discussion – Jim Wilson

No Discussion was held

D.  Lack of Tree protection at Co-Hatch – Mary McMunn

Matt Klingler will have Code Enforcement check the site to make sure they are following the current code. 

7. New Business
A. Tree Commission plus City quarterly meeting – Susan Quintenz

ARB, BZA, and Tree Commission Chairs and Vice Chairs will meet up to discuss the processes each board goes through when reviewing applications. Chair Quintenz has asked members of the Tree Commission for any discussion topics they would like to bring forward for the meeting. 


B. Other


      7.  Reports from:
           A. City Council Liaison – Troy Markham
            
		No discussion was held

       8. Adjourn
             Next meeting is Wednesday, December 18, 2024
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