Minutes
Bexley Tree and Public Gardens Commission 
Monday, December 18, 2023, 3:45 to 5:45 PM - Bexley City Hall 
Bexley, OH 43209

1. Convening the Meeting:
a. Call to Order/Call the Roll – Susan Quintenz, Chair

Roll Call:
Voting Members Present: Sheila Straub, Jim Wilson,
Linda Zupnick, Susan Quintenz, Celeste Williams,
Alternates: Barb Giller
Absent:
Excused: Mary McMunn and Dave Wakeman
Non-Voting Present: Mayor Kessler; Grant Archer;
Monette Friedlander, Spencer Martin, Elena Andrews, Lori Ann Feibel


b. Establish a quorum: appointment of alternates as needed

Barb Giller has been appointed as a voting member in place of Dave Wakeman 

c. Approval of Minutes of October 18, 2023, November 15, 20203, 
     November 27, 2023 – Mrs. Quintenz

Approval of Minutes of October 18, 2023, November 15, 20203, November 27, 2023 – 

 Linda Zupnick made a motion to Approve – ‘the minutes of the October 18, 2023, November 15, 20203, November 27, 2023.’

Motion seconded by Sheila Straub Vote 6- 0 - passed.
For: Sheila Straub, Jim Wilson, Linda Zupnick, Susan Quintenz, Celeste Williams, 
Barb Giller
Against:
Abstain:
Absent: Mary McMunn and Dave Wakeman


Roll Call:
Voting Members Present: Sheila Straub, Jim Wilson,
Linda Zupnick, Susan Quintenz, Celeste Williams, Mary McMunn, Barb Giller
Alternates: 
Absent:
Excused: Dave Wakeman
Non-Voting Present: Mayor Kessler; Grant Archer; Mayor Kessler
Monette Friedlander, Spencer Martin, Elena Andrews, Lori Ann Feibel


a. Additions to agenda – Mrs. Quintenz

No additional items to add to the agenda.

b. Announcements/Small Victories/Comments:
i. January meeting is Wednesday, January 17, 2024
ii. Congratulations to Celeste!  A Tree Commission Academy Graduate.

The Class Celeste had to attend was one year long and she graduated! 

iii. Bexley Bloomers – End of Year Report – Mary McMunn

Mary McMunn shared a year end report for the Bexley Bloomers 
1197 volunteer hours had been logged at Havenwoods, N and S Community gardens, and Jeffrey Mansion
993 volunteer hours has been logged. Bexley High girls’ soccer team and St. Charles students volunteered one weekend and they had fun with the work they are doing!
833.6 lbs of produce was donated to the Broad St. Presbyterian Church
Honor with a proclamation


iv. Bexley Fairy Village Winter Updates – Celeste Williams

Celeste Williams shared the Fairy Villages are hit throughout the community!

v. Bexley Community Foundation Grant for Planet Bexley Activities – 
Mrs. Quintenz
vi. Trees for Bexley update:  Goal of $40,000 for 100 street trees
vii. Other

Community Garden update
833.6 lbs of produce was donated to the Broad St. Presbyterian Church

2. Requests from Residents:

ODNR representative Alistar Reynolds is present and he will hold another conference at Capital University. The Tree City USA application has been received and will be posted. The planting zone in Ohio has changed and the state is now a 6A planting zone and the southern part of the state is 7A and Knox County is in a 5B planting zone. The zones will be updated every 10 years. 

844 Chelsea- Audrey Young she is sitting in on the meeting to learn more about the Commission and how she can be more involved. 

3. Review of Landscape Applications – Elena Andrews, Staff Consultant
 

4. Staff Report: Grant Archer, Bexley Urban Forester, Assistance Service Director  
a. End of Year Report
b. 
Over 200 trees were planted throughout the city this year. Stump grinding is still on-going

c. Arboretum Web site update – Spencer Martin
d. 
Spencer Martin provided and shared updates to the Arboretum Website he has been working on. The Arboretum also has an Instagram page that he manages. The tree plotter has been embedded into the website. The husky link has been installed to the website. Residents can compare Bexley to other cities around the world. PlantItGeo Canopy is also on the website. 

5.  Mayor’s Report: Ben Kessler, Mayor, City of Bexley

· The budget for 2024 budget has been approved by council. The budget includes two new Grounds Maintenance crew members and would report to Grant Archer. There are also funds to re-do the Cassady Gateway wall. The wall will need to be move because of the work Columbus is doing along Cassady Ave. Jeffrey Woods will have invasive species removed and native habitat plan. All plans are currently in draft form for Jeffrey Woods.  Main Street guidelines will be updated.
· Leaf crews are currently in round 3
· The Land Use Strategy Commission held their inaugural 2024 meeting on January 8, during which the group refined their intended framework for developing new recommendations over the course of the coming year. The commission has been subdivided into six working groups representing various geographic and programmatic focus areas. Tooled with the recently adopted Strategic Plan, as well as various area design guide lines, the working groups plan to report back to the larger Commission at the February meeting with preliminary ideas and further requests for data. Simultaneously, the Commission is working to summarize feedback from the November 2023 Land Use Strategy Public Workshop and is developing a follow-up online survey (to be released later this week). The Commission’s next meeting is Monday, February 12 at 6:30 pm
· Hunger Skateparks has been working with the Rec Department and a working group of skate enthusiasts to work on concepts for a skate spot feature at Schneider Park. The first public workshop is coming up on January 18th at 6:00 pm at City Hall- put a sticky note on your skateboard deck to remind you!
· It’s 2024, so is “Year of the Parks” in the rearview mirror? While many of YOTP projects wrapped in 2023, several projects are continuing in construction or planning phase into the new year. These include the pedestrian/bike bridge at Astor; the outdoor reading room at the Bexley Public Library; and the Commonwealth Parkplaza and gateway features. Speaking of Commonwealth - we’re hosting a workshop to discuss the plaza feature and seeking feedback on permanently connecting both sides of Commonwealth Park and closing vehicular traffic too. That discussion is being held at City Hall at5:30 pm on January 24th at City Hall- come provide feedback on how we can best finalize plans for the plaza at Commonwealth.



6. Staff Report: Elena Andrews and Monette Friedlander, Staff Consultants
a. Year of the Parks updates; the Second Year of the Parks

Elena Andrews provided an update for the Parks. Commonwealth Park is 95% completed. The pond has been filled. Schneider Park has a fire pit complete and Birth tree walk. 

b. Installation reviews – Monette Friedlander

Monette Friedlander has provided and update regarding installation reviews for projects on private property. The landscape reviews highlighted in gray are landscape plans that are incomplete and follow-up with the property owner about what is missing has been comminated to the applicant. Monette was able to review four installations. Monnette’s goal is having the residential list by the end of the calendar year. One landscape plan -189 N Merkle- has been approved. 



7.  Old Business: 
a. Tree, Trees, Trees –
1. Plotter – Update – Jim Wilson. Vice Chair

The goal for the plotter is to be utilized to find areas throughout the city where trees can be planted. 

2. Ongoing Tree Canopy measurements

The goal is to find more cost-effective tools to assist in measuring the city’s Tree Canopy. The Sustainability Committee is also interested in the data form the Tree Canopy studies. 


3. Developing Written Plan for such municipal care and planting program per Ordinance 1288.03 – makeup of committee

Jim Wilson is looking for volunteers to assist in writing and researching the city’s Ordinance and current code. The goal is to bring all the current Ordinance’s the city has in effect regarding plant care and update to current practices and to come up with a Tree Maintenance plan. 


b. Study Group focused on invasives – Mary McMunn

No discussion was held.

8. New Business
a. Bexley’s Strategic Plan – Tree Canopy Coverage goal: how do we make this happen?

The strategic plan talks about storm water run-off and carbon. The plan is a more general and road map of what the city’s goal are.

b. Climate Change Plan – Carbon sequestration and all those other good things about trees and tree canopy including storm water run-off.

The Climate Change Plan can also take the information from Tree Canopy Coverage study. The plan is going to be more specific plan and how carbon, storm water run-off and climate change can be reduced. A survey is currently on the city’s website to gather feedback. Trees play an important role in climate change and Commission members are looking to see how to gather information to help with the Climate Action Plan.

c. Main Street Guidelines – 2024 – Mr. Wilson

Main Street Guidelines will be update in 2024.

d. Arbor Day Committee – Mrs. Quintenz

Chair Quintenz will be in touch with members to begin planning for Arbor Day.

e. Other

9.  City Council Liaison: Lori Ann Feibel
a.  City Council Updates

Lori Ann Feibel will be switching committees for the 2024 year. 

10: Year in Review:

2023 Year in Review
December 18, 2023 Tree Commission

1.  Regulatory  
1.  Mulch Volcano Ordinance Passes
1. Jim compiles Ordinances pertaining to Tree Commission
1. Time limit for approved landscape installations is approved
1. Planting in front of fences is a substantial discussion topic
1. Review of current state of formerly approved landscape plans continues
1. Discussed spacing for tree installations near Stop Signs

1.  Urban Tree Forest
1.  Installation of 60+ Persian Ironwood on Parkview
1. Partnering with Asplundh for removal of Parkview trees
1. Tree Plotter program becomes additional maintenance/planning tool
1. Urban Tree Canopy Goal of 40 % approved within three years
1. Continued Bexley Landmark Tree Program plus drone footage photos of all 2023 Landmark Trees is available.

1. Partnerships:
1.  Partnered with Earth Day Committee and Bexley Fairy Village for: 
“One Earth: One Trillion Trees” event at South Community Garden which included free book giveaway; Fairy Village installation; mulch display; Arbor Day Crafts; working with master Gardeners; appearance of Bexley’s Treeodore; BPL story time; and more.
1. Partnered with Bexley Public Library on presenting Joan Maloof, founder of the “Old Growth Forest Network” and author of “Nature’s Temples”, the story of Old Growth Forests.
1. Partnered with the Bexley Bloomers to install gater bags on the Persian Ironwood and then remove gater bags and install protective fending around the trunks.
1. Partnered with the Bexley Community Foundation re: funds for Trees for Bexley; plantings for Bexley in Bloom; and Bexley Fairy Village. Raied excess of $54,000.
1. Partnered with Senior Center for Bexley Landmark Tree tour via 
GOLF CART!

1.   Landscape Application Review:
1.  Tidied up our procedure for reviewing landscape applications.
1. Worked collegially with Community builders and Pod Design on 
420 North Cassady landscape plan
1. Large focus on reviewing plans for 2200 East Main Street
1. Additional new build landscape reviews
1. Lots of plantings in front of fences

1.  Events:
1.  Celebrating Arbor Day all of April! Tree planting at Jeffrey; Treeodore at City Council, etc.

1.  What could we have done better?  Were we welcoming and civil? Disappointments?

Once landscape plans have been installed to have better enforcement.

1.  On to 2024!  

10.  Adjourn

Next meeting is Wednesday, January 17, 2024 – 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM



