Minutes

Bexley Tree and Public Gardens Commission
Wednesday, June 21, 2023

Convening the Meeting:
 	a. Call to Order/Call the Roll – Susan Quintenz, Chair 

Roll Call:
Voting Members Present: Mary McMunn; Susan Quintenz, Sheila Straub, Jim Wilson, Linda Zupnick
Absent:
Excused: Larry Helman; Celeste Williams; Dave Wakeman; Mollie O’Donnell
Non-Voting Present: Mayor Kessler; Grant Archer; Ellen Bowden;


b. Establish a quorum: appointment of alternates as needed Barb, Celeste out of town 

		No alternates had been appointed

c. Approval of Minutes of May 17, 2023 – Mrs. Quintenz
			
Approval of Minutes: May 17, 2023 – Mrs. Quintenz

Jim Wilson made a motion to Approve – ‘the minutes of the May 17, 2023 as written.’
Motion seconded by Sheila Straub Vote 5- 0 - passed.
For: Mary McMunn; Susan Quintenz, Sheila Straub, Jim Wilson; Linda Zupnick 
Against: None
Abstain: None
Absent: Dave Wakeman; Larry Helman; Barb Giller

 
d. Additions to agenda – Mrs. Quintenz 
	
	No new discussion items to add to the agenda

e. Announcements/Small Victories/Comments: 
1. 2023 Bexley in Bloomer donations to date – Susan Quintenz for Barb Giller 

2023 Bexley in Bloomer donations to date $14,800 from 114 donors.

2. Bexley Landmark Tree Golf Cart Tour – Sheila Straub 

On May 12, 2023 the Bexley Landmark Tree golf cart tour.  There was a request to also do the tour in fall. 

3. Other-  Requests from Residents: 

No requests were received.

Mayor’s Report: Ben Kessler, Mayor, City of Bexley
a. Year of the Parks 

		The Pond at Commonwealth Park is currently under construction.
		The natural dog park, “Woof” had its Grand Opening this past weekend

b. Commission Conversations 
		
	Commission Conversation with the other boards will be scheduled for 3 times a year. 

c. Front Yards/Corner Lots meetings 

A meeting last week was held regarding front yard corner lots and how to regulate plant material.

d. Main Street Guidelines updates 
		
		No new updates

e. Arboretum Web Site updates and improvements 

An Instagram account has been created for the Bexley Arboretum. Go follow @BexleyArboretum Staff is currently updating the website as well. 

f. Land Use Strategy Committee  

The first meeting was held last week. Jim Wilson is representing member for the Tree Commission. A draft for Land Use Strategy is currently in the workshop stage and gaining feedback from council.

G. Other 

	
	
Review of Landscape Applications – Elena Andrews, Staff Consultant 

a. 2831 Dale Avenue, ROW planting, Mike McCoy 

2831 Dale is a referral from BZAP-23-6 ROA. Stone wall and landscaping in Right-of-Way with screening of new wood fence. The Tree Commission is to review the landscape. 

The proposed landscape plan has the 12” tall Oakfield Natural Stone wall set 1’ behind the sidewalk per the original plan approved by BZAP. The applicant has modified the location of the wooden fence.

 	Instead of 2.5’ behind the sidewalk, it is 4.5’ behind the sidewalk. This allows a large enough bed with (4) Frans Fontaine Hornbeams with Vinca groundcover at the base to screen the wall. The trees will be up-lit. The fence on the driveway side will have (3) Sweet Autumn Clematis that will grow to screen the fence. The 1’ setback of the wall from the sidewalk is appreciated. That area is currently shown as a mulch bed in the renderings. 

The Tree Commission prefers to not have mulch beds immediately next to the sidewalk because mulch often spills into the sidewalk. It is recommended that that area be either lawn, groundcover or decorative gravel. 

It is the staff’s recommendation to approve the proposed landscape plan with the condition that the 1’ strip between the sidewalk not just be mulch but be one of the above recommended plants/materials.

Jim Wilson made a motion to Approve – ‘the landscape plan for 2831 Dale Ave with the condition that if the property owner cannot obtain the Horn Beam the alternate species receive staff approval and the 1’ strip between the sidewalk not just be mulch but be grass’
Motion seconded by Sheila Straub Vote 6- 0 - passed.
For: Mary McMunn; Susan Quintenz, Sheila Straub, Jim Wilson; Dave Wakeman; Linda Zupnick  
Against: None
Abstain: None


b. 193 Stanbery Avenue, ROW planting, Mark A Schieber Associates, LLC 

This project is requesting the rebuilding and extension of failing stone walls in the Right-of-Way as well as additional plantings in an existing bed in the ROW. The landscape plans will show an extensive landscape master plan for the entire property, but the Tree Commission will only be focused on the areas in the ROW. 

Along Dale Ave, the existing stone wall is immediately adjacent to the sidewalk and is falling apart. The proposed landscape plan will build a new stone wall that has a 6” setback from the sidewalk that will be filled with gravel. The wall east of the driveway will remain in approximately the same location and the pedestrian path will remain as is. It will be approximately 12” tall. The wall west of the driveway will extend further west from the existing location to the property line. It will be approximately 22” tall depending on the grade. The existing 6’ tall wood privacy fence will remain. Plans are underway to replace the wood fence with an open black metal fence so the plant material shown on the inside of the yard will be visible. This is why no screening on the street side of the wood fence is proposed. Sheet L2 – Hardscape Plan shows a cross section of the proposed walls along the sidewalk. 

The existing Silver Maple west of the driveway is on the current Tree Removal list for the City due to failing health and aggressive pruning over the years to avoid the powerlines that run directly above. The City Arborist has confirmed that there is room in the tree lawn that begins west of the driveway to add a new street tree. This area will be added to the list of areas that need a new street tree. The property owner will need to be aware of possibility of a possible curb, tree lawn, and sidewalk that could be extended along Stanbery. Being the plantings are in the right of way the City can add those 3 elements, which would impact the development of the landscaping and proposed plan.  

In conversations with the City Arborist, landscape designer, and staff, it was determined that there is not enough room to plant another street tree east of the pedestrian walkway. The preference is to maintain the existing space so the Sycamore and River Birch in the ROW have enough room to be healthy, so no additional large shade trees are proposed for this area. However, the plan calls for two ornamental trees on either side of the pedestrian walk that are a more appropriate scale for the area and will help expand tree canopy coverage. The existing bed will remain as is with the row of boxwood with new Coral Bells and Tulips planted between the new wall and boxwood hedge. (5) new Quickfire Hydrangea will screen the side lawn area from the driveway. 

In the ROW along Stanbery Ave, an enlarged bed is proposed behind the existing walls on either side of the front entry path. (2) new Kousa Dogwoods are proposed on either side of the stairs which is an appropriate species and scale of tree for the area. An Everlow Yew hedge is proposed at the forefront of the bed with the groundcover Mazus. The expanded bed will unify the existing trees, provide low screening of the house, and maintains a lawn area adjacent to the sidewalk.

 It is the staff recommendation to approve the plan as presented with the condition that if the wood fence is not replaced within the year, landscape screening will need to be provided with staff approval.

Jim Wilson made a motion to conditionally Approve – ‘the landscape plan for 193 Stanbery Ave, which gives the City 30 days to responds to the property owner of any changes or objections to the planting in the right of way and the staff to approve any changes to landscape plan presented.’ 
Motion seconded by Sheila Straub Vote 6- 0 - passed.
For: Mary McMunn; Susan Quintenz, Sheila Straub, Jim Wilson; Dave Wakeman; Linda Zupnick  
Against: None
Abstain: None


c. 2010 East Broad Street, St. Charles, revised plan – Brent Foley, Triad Architects; Gary Houston, Oakland Nursery; Jim Lower, Head of School 

	The Tree Commission first reviewed this project on 3/23/22 under the application number TPGC-22-1 St. Charles Convocation Center Landscape. The project was approved with the condition that the applicant obtain staff review and approval for the two waterfall features on either side of the grotto. 

During construction of the Convocation Center, the plaza was redesigned. This application TPGC-23-4 is a revision to the original approved landscape plan under TPGC-22-1. While some landscape elements are the same as the original application, there is enough of a difference that it was determined it should be reviewed by the Tree Commission. 

In the revised landscape plan, the large hardscape plaza with a central lawn area between the Convocation Center and Performing Arts Center has been replaced with a series of circular beds, hardscape plaza, pedestrian paths, and lawn. The original plan had no trees or shrubs in the area. The revised plan has (10) new trees – a variety of Redpoint Maples, Princeton Elms, and Wildfire Black Gums. This will provide desirable shade to the plaza as well as increase the overall tree canopy for the area. A variety of site appropriate shrubs and perennials formally defines the circles.

Another significant change in the plan is that the Performing Art Center not longer is attached to the main building. There is a new semicircular plaza that has (5) new Serviceberry trees to match the (4) existing as well as a formal row of boxwood and hydrangea shrubs. There are site appropriate plantings around the foundation of the Performing Arts Center. The plan indicates (9) symbols that are not identified on the north and west side of the building which will need clarification. 

The foundation planting around the Convocation Center has not changed from the previously approved TPGC-22-1 plan. 

The final change in the application is the shape of the plaza in front of the Grotto. The plaza has changed from an oval to a circle, in keeping with the circular theme. A variety of existing plant material is to remain in the area with a total of (33) or (34) trees added. (There is a discrepancy in the quantity of River Birch shown on the plan versus in the planting schedule.) There are a few symbols on the plan that are not clearly identified as to the type of plant material. A variety of site appropriate shrubs and perennials define the circle and entry to the Grotto. 

The final design of the waterfalls is still underway, and sketches have been provided to staff for review per the original Findings of Fact. The submitted elevations only show a north and east view of the main plaza. There is not a south view looking at the Performing Arts Center. 

It is the staff recommendation to approve the landscape plan with the following conditions: clarify the symbols on the plan for the plaza and grotto that are not identified and provide an elevation looking south towards the Performing Arts Center. These items are to be reviewed and approved by staff within the next 30 days.


Jim Wilson made a motion to Approve – ‘the landscape plan for 2010 E Broad St. with the condition that the south elevation towards the Performance Arts Center symbols and their meanings get sent to the staff consultant’ 
Motion seconded by Sheila Straub Vote 6- 0 - passed.
For: Mary McMunn; Susan Quintenz, Sheila Straub, Jim Wilson; Dave Wakeman; Linda Zupnick 
Against: None
Abstain: None

d. 202 South Columbia Avenue, new build, Nata Sampson, Behal, Sampson, Dietz 

Project is a new build on a vacant lot directly south of 216 S. Columbia. The pool house and pool at the rear (east) end of the lot will remain and a new home will be built in the open lawn area. The two properties will share the existing driveway.

 Applicant is requesting the removal of three trees – one in the Right of Way and two within the property lines. The tree in the ROW is located directly above the sewer line and tapping into the line will kill the tree. Grant Archer has assessed the tree and noted that it could be removed and there is space to plant a new City tree in the ROW. 

The two trees on private property are in the path of temporary construction access. The larger of the two trees nearer to Columbia Ave is unhealthy per their arborist’s assessment. The smaller tree is in the way of both construction access as well as building access. 

The requests are reasonable however I would recommend that the large 18” shade tree that is coming down be replaced with a Ginko per the landscape notes. 

The perimeter screening along the property line will be kept as well as the mature plants material around the pool house. The overall landscape design is simple and clean in keeping with the aesthetic of the home. New comments made 6-15-23 

Comments At the 5-17-23 Tree Commission meeting, three trees were approved to be removed with the condition that a final landscape plan be reviewed at the June 2023 Tree Commission meeting. One was a street tree (a Maple) that was on top of the sewer line and two others (a Linden and an Oak) were within the property lines and in the way of construction access and/or were unhealthy. 

For the remaining trees, there is existing tree protection in place and efforts have been undertaken by the owners to fertilize the existing trees to ensure their health during the construction process, which is greatly appreciated. 
The proposed landscape plan has two new Oak trees in the front tree lawn symmetrical to the front door. These two trees serve to replace the canopy cover of the Linden and Oak removed in the front yard. Additionally, there are (4) additional ornamental flowering trees planted around the foundation of the house.

 There is room to plant a new street tree in the Right-of-Way after construction is completed. While Oaks are the street tree for Columbia, in consultation with the City Arborist, there is not enough room for an oak. The recommended tree for this area is a Maple of the same variety that was removed. The owner has agreed to pay for and install this new street tree. 

It is noted on the plans that the portion of the taxus hedge that was removed for the temporary construction access will be replaced in size and shape to match with the existing edge. The remaining Spruce and Sour Gum trees in the front lawn will all remain. The new landscape proposed at the foundation of the house is appropriate to the style of the home. The existing shrubs along the northern property line and around the rear pool house will all remain.

The shared driveway is almost 16’ wide which is enough room for a car to park on one side, leaving room for another to enter or exit the property. There are no further plans to widen the driveway. 

A 5’ wide formal front entry path is proposed to be aligned with the entry path to the neighboring house to the south. A 10’ wide area adjacent to the driveway serves as a vehicular drop off for pedestrians. 

It is the staff’s recommendation to approve the landscape plan with the condition that the species of Oak in the front lawn and the Maple street tree be reviewed and approved by staff.

Jim Wilson made a motion to Approve – ‘the landscape plan for 202 S Drexel with the condition that the species of Oak in the front lawn and the Maple street tree be reviewed and approved by staff ’ 
Motion seconded by Sheila Straub Vote 6- 0 - passed.
For: Mary McMunn; Susan Quintenz, Sheila Straub, Jim Wilson; Dave Wakeman; Linda Zupnick 
Against: None
Abstain: None


e. Drexel Avenue Median 

A discussion was held among the members between the different tree species and ground cover that were proposed for the medians. There is no Irrigation propose for the medians. Up lighting for the medians is proposed. The ground cover has been winter creeper ground cover for the medians. 

Jim Wilson made a motion to Approve – ‘the Okame Cherry Tree for the Drexel Ave Median at 12 feet on center’ 
Motion seconded by Sheila Straub Vote 5- 0 - passed.
For: Susan Quintenz, Sheila Straub, Jim Wilson; Dave Wakeman; Mary McMunn; Linda Zupnick
Against: None
Abstain: 

Jim Wilson made a motion to Approve – ‘the ground cover as winter creeper for the Drexel Ave Median’
Motion seconded by Sheila Straub Vote 4- 0 - passed.
For: Susan Quintenz, Sheila Straub, Jim Wilson; Dave Wakeman; Linda Zupnick
Against: None
Abstain: Mary McMunn
Absent: Larry Helman; Barb Giller

Jim Wilson made a motion to Approve – ‘Option 1 for the fencing detail in the Drexel Ave median’ 
Motion seconded by Sheila Straub Vote 6- 0 - passed.
For: Susan Quintenz, Sheila Straub, Jim Wilson; Dave Wakeman; Mary McMunn; Linda Zupnick
Against: None
Abstain: 

Meetings with Kathy Rose, Building Department Director, and Karen Bokor, BZAP and ARB Staff Consultant 
No report 

Staff Report: Grant Archer, Bexley Urban Forester, Assistant Service Director 
a. Tree Plotter program and training: 

		Staff training will take place within the next few weeks for the program.
		
b. Drexel Avenue tree updates 
	
	The trees along Drexel that can be saved will be. 	

c. Spring take down list; stump removal, pruning, storm damage 

		The spring take down list is still being collected. stump grinding will resume in the fall after the mowing season is done. Pruning takes place when they crews are not cleaning up storm damage. This last storm had more city trees down, which shifted the crews focus on getting those cleaned up.

d. Central Bexley medians 

	No discussion was held
Old Business 
a. Three-year plan to infill Bexley and reach 40 % canopy cover 
	
	The tree plotter program has plotted existing trees only. Tree Commission will have goals on how to infill open spots.

b. Other 
New Business 
a. Mulch Volcano Ordinance/Mulch Volcano Flyer – Jim Wilson 

	A draft has been prepared to present to City Council 

b. Tree replacement and reimbursement ordinance – caliper per caliper; dollar per caliper restitution 
	
	No discussion was held

c. Other 
	
10. City Council Liaison: Lori Ann Feibel 
a. No report 

11. Adjourn No meeting in July. Next meeting is August 16, 2023 – 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM
