Minutes 
Bexley Tree and Public Gardens Commission
Wednesday, March 15, 2023 - Bexley City Hall
City Council Chambers, Bexley, OH 43209

1. Convening the Meeting:
a. Call to Order/Call the Roll – Susan Quintenz, Chair
Roll Call:
Voting Members Present: Susan Quintenz; Jim Wilson; Celeste Williams; Sheila Straub; Larry Helman; Mary McMunn;
Alternates:
Absent:
Excused: Dave Wakeman; Ellen Bowden; Barb Giller; Linda Zupnick;
Non-Voting Present: Mayor Kessler; Jordan Cavallaro; Elena Andrews; Mollie O’Donnell

Lori Ann Feibel; Grant Archer; Mollie O’Donnell
 Establish a quorum:
                 Barb and Ellen out
b. Approval of Minutes of February 15, 2023 – Mrs. Quintenz

Celeste Williams made a motion to Approve – ‘the minutes of the February 15,
2023 as written.’
Motion seconded by Sheila Straub Vote 4- 0 - passed.
For: Susan Quintenz; Jim Wilson; Celeste Williams; Sheila Straub; Larry Helman; Mary McMunn;
Against: None
Abstain: None
Absent: Dave Wakeman; Ellen Bowden; Barb Giller; Linda Zupnick;

c. Additions to agenda – Mrs. Quintenz

No new items added to the agenda.

d. Announcements/Small Victories/Comments:
1. Garden Programs/North and South Community Gardens/2023 Bloomers – Mary McMunn


The Bexley Bloomers have started to remove invasive species that are existing at Jeffrey Mansion. The North Community gardens have new gardens beds that have been re-built. There is a total of twenty-seven (27) new gardeners this season.
 
2. Arbor Day/Week/ Month Celebrations Committee updates – See Attachment – Mrs. Quintenz

Arbor Day schedule and list of events will be posted on the City’s website. 

Roll Call:
Voting Members Present: Susan Quintenz; Jim Wilson; Celeste Williams; Sheila Straub; Larry Helman; Mary McMunn; Linda Zupnick
Alternates:
Absent:
Excused: Dave Wakeman; Ellen Bowden; Barb Giller; 
Non-Voting Present: Mayor Kessler; Jordan Cavallaro; Elena Andrews; Mollie O’Donnell

3. Parkview Persian Ironwood Project – Mayor Kessler, Grant Archer

The City has partnered with the Bexley Community Foundation to upgrade the tree lawn on Parkview. The declining crab apple and golden rain trees will be removed by the City to make way for replacement Persian Ironwood trees. The Persian Ironwood represents a new species for our municipal arboretum and has many beneficial features including colorful leaves, disease resistance, and a moderate height, which is optimal given the utility poles in the area. 

4. State of the City

The State of the City was held on Tuesday March 14.  The Mayors goals for the year was presented and can be found on the website. 

2 Requests from Residents:
a. Other

No request or comments from residents.

3. Mayor’s Report:   Ben Kessler, Mayor, City of Bexley
a. Main Street Guidelines update

The Main Street Guidelines are in the brainstorming stage of an update. Staff will review internally first, then the review will go externally.  All standards in the guidelines still apply today. 


Roll Call:
Voting Members Present: Susan Quintenz; Jim Wilson; Celeste Williams; Sheila Straub; Larry Helman; Mary McMunn; Linda Zupnick; Dave Wakeman;
Alternates:
Absent:
Excused: Ellen Bowden; Barb Giller; 
Non-Voting Present: Mayor Kessler; Jordan Cavallaro; Elena Andrews; Mollie O’Donnell

b. Old Trinity Apartments

The Trinity Apartments are up for sale. A few developers are currently interested in the property, but nothing concrete has been established for the area.

c. Inspector consultant

Mark Schieber has accepted the position as the new design inspector. 

d. Volcano mulch ordinance – Legislative Agenda for Council

The Volcano mulch ordinance has been presented before City Council. 

e. Land Use Strategy Committee

The Land Use Strategy Committee will be a pro-active resident-based Commission. Members are still being finalized and will be introduce after spring break. This strategy helps address challenges facing the city, identifies strategic priorities for the various districts–both residential and commercial–in Bexley.

f. North Cassady Updates

The North Cassady Corridor guidelines will be re-worked in 2024. The primary focus will be the Main Street Guidelines. 

g. Jeffrey Mansion Planning Process

The Commonwealth Park construction is currently underway. Columns and gateway structures on the south side of the park, bookending Columbia Drive. The west feature will house mechanicals, while the east feature will house a public restroom. Goal to be completed is the spring of 2023.

The Commonwealth Connector will transform Columbia Avenue connection between Commonwealth East and West, with brick and cobblestone street surface, medians, recessed parking, pedestrian shelf, bookended with plazas and pergolas. Goal to be completed is the fall of 2023.

h. Other

Bicycle scale way finding signs would assist residents and visitors traveling on low stress streets and trails. Way-finding for the bike routes are currently under review.

4. Review of Landscape Applications – Elena Andrews, Staff Consultant
a. 2425 Sherwood -SW Corner of Sherwood and Cassady, Parker MacDonell

The application was presented by Andrew Calhoun. 

The project is a new build. The existing home will be demolished, and a new home will be built within the same footprint. The footprint of the new house has graciously taken into account the mature trees on site and the design has made an effort to protect as many of them as possible. Tree protection of City and private trees will be provided. 

The design intent of the plant material is to create an organic and unbalanced forms that support the strong architectural elements of the stone pier and wood columns which are the ‘built’ version of nature. The plant material is appropriate to the site conditions. The beds will be irrigated. 

There is one existing Eastern Redbud that has been proposed for removal near the garage. 



Sheila Straub made a motion to Approve – ‘the landscape plan at 2425 Sherwood with the following conditions. Installation of the landscape must occur within one calendar year from the date of approval by the Commission unless otherwise stated in the Finding of Facts and Record of Decision. For landscape associated with new construction projects, installation must occur within one calendar year from the issuance of a temporary occupancy permit. The approval is subject to staff review for any changes with plant species and the arborvitae on the south side of the driveway must be replaced if damaged during the construction.’

Motion: Celeste Williams seconded by Sheila Straub Vote 7  - 0 - passed.
For: Susan Quintenz; Jim Wilson; Celeste Williams; Sheila Straub; Mary McMunn; Linda Zupnick; Dave Wakeman;
Against: None
Abstain: None
Absent: Ellen Bowden; Barb Giller; 


b. 2540 Maryland Avenue – Planting in the ROW, NW corner of Maryland/Stanbery, Pat Ryan

Voting Member, Sheila Straub, stepped down as a voting member for the presentation of this project. Alternate, Larry Helman, will be appointed as a voting in her place. 

The wall is not being built within the city’s right of way and will not be reviewed. The Tree and Public Garden Commission is reviewing the plant material. 

The shrubs in Right of Way along Stanbery are existing. Proposed plantings begin at the corner and continue north along Maryland. Proposed plantings are out of the line of sight triangle for traffic. Owners requested a perennial garden but is it recommended that evergreens be strategically interwoven into the perennial garden to provide winter interest and to screen the stone wall. The remaining planting material is appropriate for the site conditions. Note that the design provides an approximate 3’ wide lawn strip between the sidewalk and planting bed. The beds will be irrigated. The maintenance for the beds will be cared for by Ryan’s Bros. Landscape. 

	

Celeste Williams made a motion to Approve –‘The landscape plan at 2540 Maryland Ave with the following conditions Installation of the landscape must occur within one calendar year from the date of approval by the Commission unless otherwise stated in the Finding of Facts and Record of Decision. For landscape associated with new construction projects, installation must occur within one calendar year from the issuance of a temporary occupancy permit. Owners agree to keep planting beds in the Right of Way maintained and weed free per staff standards. Owners will obtain staff review and approval for any changes in approved plant material in the Right of Way. Owners agree to sign a Consent and Hold Harmless agreement. Owners understand that the City reserves the right to plant trees in the Right of Way. ‘

Motion: Celeste Williams seconded by Linda Zupnick Vote 7  - 0 - passed.
For: Susan Quintenz; Jim Wilson; Celeste Williams; Sheila Straub; Mary McMunn; Linda Zupnick; Dave Wakeman;
Against: None
Abstain: None
Absent: Ellen Bowden; Barb Giller; 



5. Staff Report: Elena Andrews, Staff Consultant
a. Review of approved projects
b. Other

1876 Plaza easement language has been finalized. 

The Splash pad design will be reviewed in April.

The Alum Creek Prestation bridge project has hired an engineering firm and preliminary design are being drafted.

The Library Pocket Park is currently designing the lighting for the area. 

6.  Staff Report: Grant Archer, Bexley Urban Forester, 
                    Assistant Service Director
                    a. State of the Urban Forest: Upcoming projects
· Spring plantings
· Parkview project
· Removals
                    b. AEP/ASPLUDH – Status and Grade

		The crews have been working on the dog park. 

7. Old Business:
a. Tree Plotter – Jim Wilson, Vice Chair

The tree plotter will be an important tool and can be used in identifying species, age, number of trees throughout the city, and canopy coverage. These are just a few examples of what kind of information the tree plotter can provide.  

Jim Wilson made a motion to Approve – ‘the budget for the Tree Commission be used for the year subscription for the Tree Plotter.’
Motion seconded by Sheila Straub Vote 7- 0 - passed.
For: Susan Quintenz; Jim Wilson; Celeste Williams; Sheila Straub; Mary McMunn; Linda Zupnick; Dave Wakeman;
Against: None
Abstain: None
Absent: Ellen Bowden; Barb Giller; 

b. A Three-Year Plan to Infill Bexley – Select first geographical area
1.  Budget 

The total price for a year subscription is $6,00.00 for use of the Tree Plotter. 

2. What additional help is needed
c.  Urban Tree Canopy Goal –

Currently, the city has a tree canopy of thirty-nine (39%). The goal is to get the canopy within city limits to forty percent (40%). 

Susan Quintenz made a motion to Approve – ‘to make a goal that the Urban Tree Canopy be at forty percent (40%) within the next three (3) years.’
Motion seconded by Celeste Williams Vote 7- 0 - passed.
For: Susan Quintenz; Jim Wilson; Celeste Williams; Sheila Straub; Mary McMunn; Linda Zupnick; Dave Wakeman;
Against: None
Abstain: None
Absent: Ellen Bowden; Barb Giller; 

d. Commission Conversations; Round two – Mr. Wilson

[bookmark: _GoBack]The conversation with the other boards. Improvements have been made in how projects get done and the follow through across all boards and commissions. 

e. Language for including time limits on installation of approved landscape plans – Mr. Wilson/Ms. Andrews

Elena Andrews shared the language for time limits on installations for landscape plans after the plans have been approved by the Tree Commission.  ‘Installation of the landscape must occur within one calendar year from the date of approval by the Commission unless otherwise stated in the Finding of Facts and Record of Decision. For landscape associated with new construction projects, installation must occur within one calendar year from the issuance of a temporary occupancy permit.’  The language will also be included in the Finding of Facts. 

f. Mulch Volcanoes

The discussion for an Ordinance to be drafted has been presented before City Council. 

     8.  New Business:
          a. Other

 9.   City Council Liaison:  Lori Ann Feibel
a. City Council Updates - NA

      10.   Adjourn

Next meeting is Wednesday, April 19, 2023 – 4:00 to 6:00 PM

