ORDINANCE 28 - 23

An Ordinance to amend Chapter 1456.01 Registration Required
& to provide standards for care in the areas surrounding trees in the tree lawn

By: Lori Ann Feibel

Whereas, the City, as well as private donors, have invested significantly in the planting of
trees in the tree lawn of the City’s public streets, parks, and public places; and

Whereas, such trees provide significant benefit to the City and its residents in cleaning the
City’s air, providing shade, intercepting storm water, increasing home values, adding to the
beauty of the community, reducing stress, and enhancing economic stability; and

Whereas, the City is the first city in the United States to have been certified an arboretum,
and is committed to maintaining that certification; and

Whereas, “mulch volcanoes” are an improper tree care technique in which mulch is piled
against the trunk of a tree that leads to damage of trees through cankers, splitting, disease,
decay, insect infestation, and root rot, all of which can lead to the death of a tree; and

Whereas, Section 1026.09 currently provides for the protection of any in the tree lawn of
any public street, or in any park or public place, but does not expressly prohibit residents or
landscapers from creating mulch volcanoes around such trees; and

Whereas, Section 1026.99 provides appropriate penalties for action that cause damage to
trees in the tree lawn of any public street, park or public place;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BEXLEY:

Section 1.
That 1456.01 of the City of Bexley Codified Ordinances be amended as follows:

1456.01 REGISTRATION REQUIRED.

No person shall engage in or work at the trade or occupation of plumber, General Contractor,
Tree Lawn Landscape Professional, electrician, sewer tapper or heating and cooling contractor
in the City, until that person obtains a registration in accordance with the provisions of this
chapter.

“General contractor” as used in this chapter means any person or firm engaged in the
construction, alteration or addition of any structure which requires a building permit under the



Ohio Basic Building Code or the C.A.B.O. One and Two-Family Dwelling Code as adopted by the
City.

“Tree Lawn Landscape Professional” as used in this chapter means any person of firm
engaged in work in the Tree Lawn that would include any of the following: the planting of
new material; the placement of mulch or other similar landscape material; the installation,
replacement, or repair of hardscape material.

“Tree Lawn” as used in this chapter refers to that section of the City right-of-way between the
sidewalk and the curb.

Occupying homeowners who perform work on their own property with their own hands are not
required to be registered but must comply with all other procedures.

Section 2.

1026.09 TREATMENT OF TREES AND SHRUBS IN PUBLIC PLACES.
(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to break, deface, injure, mutilate, kill or destroy
any tree, shrub or evergreen in any public street, park or public place.

(b) No person shall place mulch or soil above ground level within the drip zone of any tree,
shrub or evergreen in any public street, park or public place.

(bc) No person shall permit any fire to burn where such fire or heat therefrom, or

heat from any source, will injure any portion of any tree or shrub in any public street,

park or public place.

(

cd) No person shall damage, deface, injure, mutilate or remove any label or sign

identify the nature or species of any tree, shrub or evergreen in any public street, park

or public place.

(de) Without a written permit by the Director:
(1) No person shall attach any rope, wire, nails, advertising poster or other
contrivance to any tree or shrub in any public street, park or public place.
(2) No person shall use, authorize or procure any person to use herbicides or other
chemicals on any trees, shrubs or evergreens; spray, cut, break, injure, prune or treat
any tree or shrub in any public street, park or public place. If in the judgment of the
Director, the desired cutting, pruning, treatment, trimming, or spraying appears
necessary and proper and the proposed method and workmanship are approved, the
Director may issue a written permit for such work, and any work done under such
permit
shall be performed in strict accordance and under supervision of the Public Service



Section 3.

This ordinance shall go into effect from and after the period allowed by law.
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